A simple method of preparing split-thickness skin grafts for meshing.
A simple and rapid technique of mounting a split-thickness skin graft on the Tanner dermacarrier is presented. Initially, petroleum jelly is applied onto the grooved surface of the dermacarrier. The skin graft is not removed from the donor site; instead, the skin graft knife is withdrawn backwards, allowing the graft to slip back, smoothly and evenly, onto the donor site through the knife. The dermacarrier, with the petroleum jelly, is laid onto the graft. The graft adheres to the dermacarrier because of the jelly. No further maneuver is necessary prior to meshing. With this technique it is impossible to apply the graft cut-side up on the recipient site.